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been assigned responsibility for re-
sponding to the request but may be in
the possession of some other EPA of-
fice, the Freedom of Information offi-
cer who is monitoring the request shall
be so informed immediately.

(c) In determining which records are
responsive to a request, the EPA office
responding shall ordinarily include
those records within the Agency’s pos-
session as of the date of the Agency’s
receipt of the request.

(d) When a request for EPA records
encompasses records of another Fed-
eral agency, the EPA office shall ei-
ther: (1) Respond to the request after
consulting with the originating agency
when appropriate or; (2) promptly
transfer responsibility for responding
to the request to the originating agen-
cy provided that the other agency is
subject to the FOIA. Whenever the
EPA office refers a request to another
agency, it shall notify the requestor of
the referral.

[41 FR 36902, Sept. 1, 1976, as amended at 50
FR 51659, Dec. 18, 1985]

§ 2.112 Time allowed for issuance of
initial determination.

(a) Except as otherwise provided in
this section, not later than the tenth
working day after the date of receipt
by a Freedom of Information Office of
a request for records, the EPA office
responsible for responding to the re-
quest shall issue a written determina-
tion to the requestor stating which of
the requested records will, and which
will not, be released and the reason for
any denial of a request. If the records
are not known to exist or are not in
EPA’s possession, the EPA office shall
so inform the requestor. To the extent
requested records which are in EPA’s
possession are published by the Federal
Government, the response may inform
the requestor that the records are
available for inspection and where cop-
ies can be obtained.

(b) The period of 10 working days
shall be measured from the date the re-
quest is first received and logged in by
the Headquarters or regional Freedom
of Information Office.

(c) There shall be excluded from the
period of 10 working days (or any ex-
tension thereof) any time which
elapses between the date that a reques-

tor is notified by EPA under § 2.109 that
his request does not reasonably iden-
tify the records sought, and the date
that the requestor furnishes a reason-
able identification.

(d) There shall be excluded from the
period of 10 working days (or any ex-
tension thereof) any time which
elapses between the date that a reques-
tor is notified by EPA under § 2.120 that
prepayment or assurance of payment of
fees is required, and the date that the
requestor pays (or makes suitable ar-
rangements to pay) such charges.

(e) The EPA office taking action
under § 2.111, after notifying the appro-
priate Freedom of Information Office,
may extend the basic 10-day period es-
tablished under subsection (a) of this
section by a period not to exceed 10 ad-
ditional working days, by furnishing
written notice to the requestor within
the basic 10-day period stating the rea-
sons for such extension and the date by
which the office expects to be able to
issue a determination. The period may
be so extended only when absolutely
necessary, only for the period required,
and only when one or more of the fol-
lowing unusual circumstances require
the extension:

(1) There is a need to search for and
collect the requested records from field
facilities or other establishments that
are separate from the office processing
the request:

(2) There is a need to search for, col-
lect, and appropriately examine a volu-
minous amount of separate and dis-
tinct records which are demanded in a
single request; or

(3) There is a need for consultation,
which shall be conducted with all prac-
ticable speed, with another agency hav-
ing a substantial interest in the deter-
mination of the request or among two
or more components of EPA.

(f) Failure of EPA to issue a deter-
mination within the 10-day period or
any authorized extension shall con-
stitute final agency action which au-
thorizes the requestor to commence an
action in an appropriate Federal dis-
trict court to obtain the records.

[41 FR 36902, Sept. 1, 1976, as amended at 50
FR 51659, Dec. 18, 1985]
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